
1. Which of the two terms is more appropriate — ‘Commonwealth Literature’ as 

‘New Literatures’ in today’s context ? Discuss. 

The terms “Commonwealth Literature” and “New Literatures” have both been used to 

describe literary works produced in countries that were once colonized by Britain. 

However, in today’s context, “New Literatures” is generally considered the more 

appropriate and inclusive term. The shift from “Commonwealth Literature” to “New 

Literatures” reflects changes in political consciousness, cultural identity, and literary 

criticism. 

Meaning of “Commonwealth Literature” 

The term “Commonwealth Literature” emerged during the mid-twentieth century to refer 

to English-language writings from countries belonging to the British Commonwealth, such 

as India, Nigeria, Canada, Australia, and the Caribbean nations. It emphasized a historical 

and political connection with Britain. 

However, the term has several limitations: 

1. Colonial Association 

The word “Commonwealth” continues to center Britain as the reference point. It 

indirectly suggests that the literature of former colonies derives its identity from the 

British imperial framework.  

2. Political Rather than Literary Basis 

The Commonwealth is a political organization, not a literary category. Many 

countries producing important postcolonial literature may not fit neatly into this 

grouping.  

3. Homogenization of Diverse Cultures 

It groups together highly diverse traditions under a single colonial label, ignoring 

differences in language, ethnicity, history, and culture.  

4. Eurocentric Perspective 

Critics argue that the term reinforces colonial hierarchies because it positions British 

literature as the norm and other literatures as secondary extensions.  

Meaning of “New Literatures” 

The term “New Literatures” became popular through postcolonial studies. It refers to 

literatures emerging from formerly colonized societies that express their own cultural 

identities, experiences, and voices. 

This term is considered more suitable today for several reasons: 



1. Focus on Creative Independence 

“New Literatures” highlights the emergence of fresh voices, themes, and narrative 

styles independent of colonial domination.  

2. Recognition of Cultural Diversity 

It allows each literature to be appreciated on its own terms rather than as part of a 

British-centered framework.  

3. Postcolonial Perspective 

The term aligns with modern literary theories that emphasize resistance, hybridity, 

identity, migration, diaspora, and decolonization.  

4. Inclusiveness 

It includes works beyond the Commonwealth and accommodates multilingual and 

multicultural writing traditions.  

5. Dynamic and Evolving Nature 

“New Literatures” suggests innovation and transformation, reflecting contemporary 

global realities.  

Critical Perspective 

Many scholars of Postcolonial Studies prefer terms such as “postcolonial literature,” “world 

literature,” or “new literatures in English” because these terms move away from imperial 

associations. Writers like Chinua Achebe, Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o, and Salman Rushdie 

challenged colonial literary structures and advocated recognition of indigenous 

experiences and linguistic identities. 

At the same time, some critics point out that the adjective “new” may eventually become 

outdated, since many of these literary traditions are now well established. Even so, it 

remains less politically restrictive than “Commonwealth Literature.” 

Conclusion 

In today’s global and postcolonial context, “New Literatures” is more appropriate than 

“Commonwealth Literature.” The former recognizes the autonomy, diversity, and 

originality of literary traditions emerging from formerly colonized societies, while the latter 

retains colonial and political associations centered on Britain. Therefore, contemporary 

literary criticism increasingly favors “New Literatures” or “Postcolonial Literature” as more 

accurate and culturally sensitive terms. 

 

2. How does Ngugi depict the problems of colonial rule in Kenya, in A Grain of 

Wheat ? Explain with examples. 



Ans. In A Grain of Wheat, Ngũgĩ wa Thiong'o presents a powerful picture of the 
sufferings and conflicts created by colonial rule in Kenya. Set during the period of the 
Mau Mau struggle and just before Kenyan independence in 1963, the novel exposes 
the political, social, economic, and psychological effects of British colonialism on 
ordinary Africans. Through multiple characters and events, Ngugi shows how 
colonialism destroyed traditional life, created fear and betrayal, and caused deep 

divisions within society. 

1. Exploitation of Land and Economic Oppression 

One of the major problems depicted in the novel is the seizure of African land by British 
settlers. The colonial government took fertile lands from Africans and forced many 
Kenyans into poverty and labor. 

The character of Gikonyo represents the hardworking Kenyan whose dreams are 
shattered by colonial policies. Africans are denied ownership of their own resources, 
while Europeans enjoy economic privilege. Ngugi shows that colonialism was not only 
political domination but also economic exploitation. 

The detention camps and forced labor imposed during the Emergency period reveal 
how colonial power controlled African lives. Many villagers suffer hunger, 
unemployment, and insecurity because their traditional economic systems have been 
disrupted. 

2. Violence and Brutality 

Ngugi vividly portrays the cruelty of colonial rule through arrests, torture, and killings. 

The British authorities suppress the Mau Mau movement with extreme violence. 

The experiences of Kihika, a freedom fighter, illustrate resistance against oppression. 
Kihika believes that armed struggle is necessary because peaceful methods cannot 
defeat colonial injustice. His execution by the colonial government symbolizes the 
harsh punishment given to those who fought for freedom. 

Another example is Mugo’s experience during detention. Colonial prisons are shown as 
places of suffering and humiliation. Torture and fear become common realities under 
British rule. 

The novel suggests that colonialism dehumanized both rulers and the ruled by creating 

a culture of violence. 

3. Betrayal and Loss of Trust 

Colonial rule creates suspicion and betrayal among Africans themselves. The British use 
informers and collaborators to weaken the independence movement. 

The central moral conflict of the novel concerns Mugo, who secretly betrays Kihika to 
the colonial authorities. Though the villagers consider Mugo a hero, he lives with guilt 



and isolation. Through this betrayal, Ngugi demonstrates how colonialism destroys 
unity and moral confidence within society. 

The atmosphere of fear causes people to distrust one another, weakening community 
bonds that once held the village together. 

4. Psychological and Emotional Damage 

Ngugi also explores the psychological effects of colonialism. Characters suffer 

loneliness, guilt, frustration, and emotional trauma. 

For example, Gikonyo’s detention separates him from his wife Mumbi. Their 
relationship becomes strained after years of suffering and misunderstanding. 
Colonialism thus damages family life and personal relationships. 

Mugo’s inner torment further shows how colonial oppression affects the human mind. 
He becomes withdrawn and unable to live peacefully because of his secret betrayal. 

5. Cultural Disruption and Identity Crisis 

The novel portrays how colonialism weakens African traditions and identity. Western 

rule imposes foreign values and political systems that conflict with indigenous culture. 

At the same time, Ngugi celebrates African resistance and collective memory. The 
villagers’ stories, songs, and sacrifices preserve their cultural identity despite colonial 
domination. 

The title A Grain of Wheat itself symbolizes sacrifice and rebirth. It suggests that 
individual suffering and sacrifice are necessary for national freedom and renewal. 

6. Struggle for Freedom and National Unity 

Although the novel highlights the problems of colonial rule, it also presents the spirit of 
resistance and hope. The Mau Mau movement symbolizes the Kenyan people’s desire 
for freedom and dignity. 

Ngugi emphasizes that independence is achieved through sacrifice, courage, and 
collective struggle. However, he also warns that freedom requires honesty and unity 

among the people. 

Conclusion 

In A Grain of Wheat, Ngugi presents colonial rule in Kenya as a system of exploitation, 
violence, fear, and psychological destruction. Through characters like Mugo, Kihika, 
Gikonyo, and Mumbi, he reveals how colonialism damages individuals, families, and 
communities. At the same time, the novel celebrates the courage of the Kenyan people 
in their struggle for independence. Thus, the novel becomes both a critique of colonial 
oppression and a tribute to the sacrifices made for national liberation. 



3. Does Soyinka’s A Dance of the Forests suggest some form of social change ? Elucidate. 

Yes, A Dance of the Forests strongly suggests the need for social change. In this play, Wole 

Soyinka criticizes both the past and present of African society and warns that true national 

progress is impossible unless people confront their historical mistakes, corruption, 

violence, and moral weakness. Written for the celebration of Nigerian independence in 

1960, the play does not offer blind optimism; instead, it calls for self-examination and 

transformation. 

Critique of Romanticizing the Past 

One of Soyinka’s main ideas is that society should not glorify the past without questioning 

it. During the independence celebrations, the living invite their noble ancestors to bless the 

new nation. However, instead of heroic ancestors, the forest spirits send back a Dead Man 

and a Dead Woman, who were victims of cruelty and injustice in the past. 

This episode suggests that African society also had violence, oppression, and corruption 

before colonialism. Soyinka argues that independence alone cannot bring progress if 

society continues old patterns of injustice. 

Thus, the play promotes social change by encouraging people to face historical truths 

honestly rather than creating false pride. 

Exposure of Corruption and Moral Decay 

The play presents many characters who symbolize greed, selfishness, and irresponsibility. 

Leaders and ordinary people alike are shown repeating the mistakes of previous 

generations. 

For example, characters such as Demoke reveal human weakness and guilt. Demoke, a 

talented carver, kills his apprentice out of jealousy. His action reflects how ambition and 

envy can destroy human relationships. 

Through such characters, Soyinka suggests that social reform must begin with moral 

reform. A nation cannot develop if individuals remain dishonest, cruel, or power-hungry. 

Cyclical Nature of Human Errors 

A major theme in the play is the repetition of history. The same crimes and failures appear 

again and again across generations. Soyinka warns that unless society learns from its past, 

independence will simply reproduce old systems of oppression in new forms. 

The forest spirits symbolize wisdom and truth. They force the living to recognize their 

failures so that meaningful change becomes possible. 

The play therefore advocates: 

 self-criticism,  



 responsibility,  

 justice,  

 and collective awareness.  

Without these, political freedom has little value. 

Call for National Responsibility 

Although the play contains satire and criticism, it is not entirely pessimistic. Soyinka 

believes that change is possible if people acknowledge their faults and work toward 

renewal. 

The Half-Child at the end of the play symbolizes the future of the nation. The child’s 

incomplete form suggests that the future is still uncertain and depends on the actions of 

the present generation. 

This symbol implies hope: 

 society can be reborn,  

 but only through sacrifice, wisdom, and ethical responsibility.  

Social and Political Relevance 

The play reflects the condition of many newly independent African nations. Soyinka warns 

against: 

 corruption in leadership,  

 tribal conflicts,  

 abuse of power,  

 and moral hypocrisy.  

His message is that independence should not merely replace foreign rulers with local 

elites; it should create a more just and humane society. 

In this sense, the play promotes revolutionary social awareness rather than simple political 

celebration. 

Conclusion 

A Dance of the Forests clearly suggests the necessity of social change. Through symbolism, 

myth, satire, and dramatic conflict, Wole Soyinka urges society to confront its historical 

mistakes and moral failures. The play argues that real progress requires honesty, self-

examination, justice, and ethical transformation. Therefore, Soyinka presents social change 

not as a political event alone, but as a deep moral and cultural renewal necessary for the 

future of the nation. 



4. Examine Bapsi Sidhwa’s Ice-Candy Man as a post-colonial novel. 

Ans. Ice-Candy-Man (published in the United States as Cracking India) is an important 

postcolonial novel that deals with the traumatic events surrounding the Partition of India 

in 1947. Through the experiences of an innocent child narrator, Bapsi Sidhwa presents the 

political, social, cultural, and psychological consequences of colonialism and Partition. The 

novel explores themes such as identity, displacement, communal violence, gender 

oppression, and the impact of British imperial rule, making it a significant work of 

Postcolonial Studies. 

1. Critique of British Colonial Rule 

One of the major postcolonial features of the novel is its criticism of British imperialism. 

Sidhwa shows how the British policy of “divide and rule” deepened tensions among 

Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs. 

Before Partition, people of different communities live together peacefully in Lahore. 

However, political decisions made by the British create mistrust and hatred. The sudden 

division of India causes chaos, riots, migration, and mass killings. 

The novel suggests that colonial rulers left behind a fragmented society. Lord 

Mountbatten’s hurried Partition plan symbolizes the irresponsibility of colonial 

administration. 

Thus, the novel exposes how colonialism damaged the social unity of the Indian 

subcontinent. 

2. Partition and Trauma 

Partition is the central event of the novel and is portrayed as a human tragedy rather than 

merely a political event. 

The child narrator Lenny, a young Parsi girl, witnesses: 

 riots,  

 murders,  

 rape,  

 displacement,  

 and fear.  

Through her innocent perspective, the horror of communal violence becomes even more 

powerful. 

The character of Ice-Candy-Man himself changes dramatically during the riots. Initially 

humorous and friendly, he becomes violent and revengeful after hearing about the 



massacre of Muslims. His transformation reflects how Partition destroyed human values 

and relationships. 

The novel therefore highlights the psychological trauma created by colonial politics and 

national division. 

3. Identity and Minority Perspective 

Another important postcolonial aspect is the exploration of identity. The novel is narrated 

by a Parsi child, belonging to a minority community that remains neutral during Partition. 

This perspective is significant because it presents history from the margins rather than 

from dominant nationalist viewpoints. The Parsis observe the conflict with anxiety and 

uncertainty, caught between competing religious identities. 

Lenny’s family represents a community trying to survive amid political chaos. Their position 

reflects the insecurity experienced by minorities in postcolonial societies. 

Thus, the novel questions fixed ideas of nationality, religion, and belonging. 

4. Representation of Women 

The novel strongly focuses on the suffering of women during Partition. Women become 

victims of violence, abduction, and sexual exploitation. 

The most tragic example is Ayah, who symbolizes beauty, vitality, and cultural harmony in 

pre-Partition Lahore. She is later abducted and abused during the riots. 

Ayah’s suffering reflects the fate of countless women during Partition. Their bodies 

become sites of communal revenge and political violence. 

By portraying women’s experiences, Sidhwa exposes the patriarchal nature of both 

colonial and communal power structures. 

5. Hybridity and Cultural Diversity 

The novel also reflects the multicultural character of colonial India. Lahore is shown as a 

city where different religions and cultures coexist: 

 Hindus,  

 Muslims,  

 Sikhs,  

 Christians,  

 and Parsis interact freely before communal hatred spreads.  

This diversity represents what postcolonial critics call “hybridity,” the mixing of cultures 

created under colonial conditions. 



However, Partition destroys this shared culture, replacing coexistence with division and 

suspicion. 

6. Use of Child Narrator 

Sidhwa’s use of a child narrator is another important postcolonial technique. Lenny’s 

innocence allows readers to see the absurdity and cruelty of political violence more clearly. 

Because she does not fully understand adult politics, her narration exposes the irrational 

nature of communal hatred. Her personal growth parallels the painful birth of new nations 

after colonial rule. 

Conclusion 

Ice-Candy-Man is a powerful postcolonial novel because it examines the destructive legacy 

of British colonialism and the tragedy of Partition. Through themes of identity, violence, 

displacement, gender oppression, and cultural fragmentation, Bapsi Sidhwa reveals the 

deep human cost of political division. The novel not only records a historical moment but 

also critiques the colonial forces and communal politics that shattered lives and societies in 

South Asia. 

5. Would you agree that the house is used as a trope in Naipaul’s A House for Mr. Biswas 

? Discuss. 

Yes, A House for Mr Biswas uses the house as a central trope or symbolic device 

throughout the novel. For the protagonist, Mohun Biswas, the search for a house is not 

merely a desire for physical shelter; it represents his struggle for identity, independence, 

dignity, and selfhood in a colonial and socially restrictive society. Through this recurring 

symbol, V. S. Naipaul explores themes of displacement, insecurity, family domination, and 

the quest for personal freedom. 

The House as a Symbol of Identity 

Mr. Biswas spends most of his life searching for a place he can call his own. Born under 

unfortunate circumstances and treated as unlucky from childhood, he experiences 

instability and rootlessness throughout his life. 

After marriage, he becomes dependent on the powerful Tulsi family and is forced to live in 

their crowded household, Hanuman House. There, he loses privacy, authority, and 

individuality. 

For Biswas, owning a house becomes a way of asserting: 

 personal identity,  

 self-respect,  

 and independence.  



The house symbolizes his desire to escape domination and establish himself as an 

autonomous individual. 

Resistance Against Domination 

Hanuman House itself symbolizes oppressive social structures. The Tulsi family controls 

every aspect of Biswas’s life: 

 finances,  

 work,  

 decisions,  

 and family relations.  

Biswas constantly resists this authority. His dream of owning a house reflects his rebellion 

against dependence and humiliation. 

Every attempt to build or buy a house becomes part of his struggle for freedom. Even 

though many of his efforts fail, the desire itself gives meaning to his life. 

Thus, the house functions as a metaphor for liberation from social and familial control.  

The Colonial Context 

The novel is also a postcolonial work set in colonial Trinidad. Biswas’s homelessness and 

insecurity reflect the condition of many people in colonial societies who suffer from 

cultural displacement and lack of rootedness. 

As a descendant of Indian indentured laborers, Biswas belongs neither fully to Indian 

tradition nor to colonial Western culture. His search for a house parallels the larger search 

for identity in postcolonial societies. 

The house therefore symbolizes: 

 stability,  

 belonging,  

 and cultural rootedness in a fragmented colonial world.  

Series of Imperfect Houses 

Throughout the novel, Biswas moves through several incomplete or damaged houses: 

 the shop at The Chase,  

 Green Vale,  

 Shorthills,  

 and finally the house in Sikkim Street.  



These houses often collapse, remain unfinished, or create difficulties. Their imperfection 

reflects Biswas’s unstable life and continuous struggles. 

At the same time, these repeated failures show the harsh realities faced by ordinary 

individuals trying to achieve dignity within oppressive systems. 

Psychological Meaning of the House 

The house also represents emotional security and personal fulfillment. Biswas feels 

trapped and alienated when he lacks a home of his own. 

Owning a house means: 

 independence from the Tulsis,  

 control over his environment,  

 and a sense of achievement.  

Although the final house he purchases is imperfect and heavily mortgaged, it still 

represents victory because it gives him a sense of selfhood before his death. 

The ending suggests that human dignity lies not in perfection but in the struggle for self-

definition. 

Naipaul’s Artistic Use of the Trope 

Naipaul carefully develops the house motif throughout the narrative structure. The entire 

novel revolves around Biswas’s attempts to secure a home. The house becomes both: 

 a literal object,  

 and a symbolic expression of existential longing.  

The trope connects personal experience with larger social and historical realities: 

 colonial displacement,  

 cultural confusion,  

 economic hardship,  

 and the universal human need for belonging.  

Conclusion 

The house in A House for Mr Biswas is much more than a physical building; it is a powerful 

trope symbolizing identity, freedom, dignity, and belonging. Through Mr. Biswas’s lifelong 

struggle to own a house, V. S. Naipaul portrays the condition of individuals trapped within 

colonial, social, and familial structures. The novel ultimately suggests that the search for a 

home is also a search for selfhood and human meaning. 



6. Attempt an analysis of the myths and symbols used by Patrick White in The 

Solid Mandala. 

The Solid Mandala is one of the most symbolic and philosophical novels by Patrick 

White. The novel explores themes of identity, spirituality, human suffering, and the 

search for wholeness through the lives of twin brothers, Arthur and Waldo Brown. 

White makes extensive use of myths and symbols to express deeper psychological 

and spiritual truths. These symbols transform the ordinary events of suburban life 

into a universal exploration of the human condition. 

The Symbol of the Mandala 

The central symbol of the novel is the mandala itself. In religious and psychological 

traditions, especially in Hinduism and Buddhism, a mandala represents: 

 wholeness,  

 harmony,  

 spiritual balance,  

 and the unity of opposites.  

Mandala → Unity, Balance, Wholeness 

The title The Solid Mandala suggests the search for complete human integration. 

The two brothers together symbolize divided aspects of human personality: 

 Waldo represents intellect, pride, rationality, and social ambition.  

 Arthur represents innocence, intuition, spirituality, and emotional depth.  

Neither brother is complete alone. Together they form a kind of symbolic mandala, 

expressing the divided but interconnected nature of humanity. 

Arthur as a Christ-like Figure 

Arthur Brown is often interpreted as a Christ-like or saintly figure. Though 

considered mentally weak by society, he possesses spiritual wisdom, kindness, and 

compassion. 

Like many mythic holy figures: 

 he suffers humiliation,  

 remains forgiving,  

 and accepts pain silently.  



Arthur’s innocence contrasts with the selfishness and emptiness of modern 

society. Through him, White suggests that spiritual truth may exist outside 

conventional intelligence or social success. 

Arthur symbolizes purity and transcendence, much like figures from Christian 

mythology. 

Waldo and the Myth of the Failed Intellectual 

Waldo represents the modern intellectual trapped by ego and pride. He seeks 

superiority through education and imagination but fails to achieve emotional or 

spiritual fulfillment. 

Mythically, Waldo resembles the tragic figure whose excessive self-consciousness 

isolates him from life. His inability to connect with others reflects the spiritual 

emptiness of modern civilization. 

While Arthur moves toward spiritual understanding, Waldo remains imprisoned by 

fear, jealousy, and frustration. 

Thus, the two brothers symbolize the conflict between: 

 intellect and intuition,  

 materialism and spirituality,  

 ego and compassion.  

Symbolism of the Marble 

A recurring symbol in the novel is Arthur’s treasured marble, which he calls the 

“solid mandala.” The marble represents: 

 inner completeness,  

 spiritual truth,  

 and cosmic unity.  

The marble appears simple and ordinary, yet it carries deep symbolic meaning. 

Arthur values it because it gives him a sense of harmony and permanence in a 

confusing world. 

The symbol suggests that spiritual wisdom can exist in humble objects and 

everyday experiences. 

Myth of the Double or Twin 



The twin brothers reflect the ancient myth of the “double” or divided self. In 

mythology and psychology, twins often symbolize opposing forces within human 

nature. 

Arthur and Waldo embody complementary opposites: 

 body and mind,  

 innocence and corruption,  

 spirituality and rationality.  

Their relationship suggests that human beings are internally divided and 

constantly searching for integration. 

This mythic structure gives the novel universal significance beyond the lives of the 

two characters. 

Symbolism of Suburban Australia 

White transforms the ordinary suburban setting into a symbolic landscape. The 

dull routines and narrow-minded society around the brothers symbolize spiritual 

emptiness and cultural stagnation. 

The suburban world fails to understand Arthur’s spiritual sensitivity. Society values 

practicality and conformity rather than imagination or compassion. 

Thus, the setting itself becomes a symbol of modern alienation. 

Death and Spiritual Release 

Toward the end of the novel, death acquires symbolic meaning. Arthur’s suffering 

and death suggest spiritual liberation and transcendence. 

White implies that true understanding comes not through worldly success but 

through acceptance, compassion, and inner vision. 

The novel therefore moves from material reality toward spiritual revelation. 

Conclusion 

The Solid Mandala is rich in myths and symbols that deepen its philosophical and 

psychological meaning. Through the mandala, the marble, the twin myth, and the 

contrasting characters of Arthur and Waldo, Patrick White explores the divided 

nature of human existence and the search for spiritual wholeness. The novel 

suggests that modern society often ignores deeper spiritual truths, yet true 

fulfillment lies in compassion, innocence, and inner harmony. 

 



7. Examine ‘Crusoe’s Journal’ as a work that re- interprets literary characters. 

Crusoe's Journal by Derek Walcott is an important postcolonial work that reinterprets the 

famous literary character of Robinson Crusoe from Robinson Crusoe. Walcott reshapes the 

colonial narrative associated with Crusoe and gives it new historical, cultural, and 

psychological meanings. Through this reinterpretation, the poem questions imperial 

ideology, explores identity and exile, and presents a postcolonial vision of history and 

culture. 

Reinterpretation of Robinson Crusoe 

In Defoe’s original novel, Robinson Crusoe is presented as a heroic European colonizer who 

conquers nature and civilizes the “savage” world. The story reflects colonial attitudes of 

European superiority and imperial expansion. 

Walcott re-examines this character from a postcolonial perspective. In Crusoe’s Journal, 

Crusoe is no longer simply a confident conqueror. Instead, he appears isolated, uncertain, 

and psychologically fragmented. 

The poem transforms Crusoe from: 

 a symbol of colonial mastery,  

 into a symbol of loneliness, displacement, and cultural confusion.  

This reinterpretation challenges the assumptions of colonial literature. 

Postcolonial Revision of Colonial Myth 

One of Walcott’s major aims is to rewrite European literary myths from the viewpoint of 

colonized societies. 

Crusoe becomes connected with the Caribbean experience: 

 exile,  

 migration,  

 hybridity,  

 and cultural fragmentation.  

The island is not merely a place to dominate but a complex cultural space shaped by 

history and memory. 

Through this reinterpretation, Walcott questions the colonial idea that Europeans brought 

civilization to empty or inferior lands. 

Crusoe as a Symbol of Cultural Isolation 



In the poem, Crusoe experiences deep loneliness and alienation. His journal reflects inner 

emptiness rather than triumph. 

This portrayal reverses the heroic image created by Defoe. Walcott suggests that colonial 

conquest also produced spiritual isolation and loss. 

Crusoe becomes symbolic of the modern individual searching for identity in a fragmented 

world. 

The reinterpretation therefore humanizes and problematizes the literary character. 

Language and Identity 

Walcott also uses Crusoe to explore the issue of language in postcolonial societies. 

Caribbean people inherited the English language through colonialism, yet they 

transformed it into a medium for expressing their own experiences. 

Crusoe’s attempts to name and describe the island reflect the colonial power of language. 

However, Walcott’s poetic voice undermines this authority by blending European literary 

tradition with Caribbean imagery and sensibility. 

Thus, the poem reinterprets not only a character but also the literary language associated 

with colonial culture. 

Reinterpretation of Friday 

Although Friday does not dominate the poem, his silent presence is important. In colonial 

literature, Friday is often treated as subordinate and voiceless. 

Walcott’s treatment indirectly questions this imbalance of power. The poem exposes how 

colonial narratives marginalized native voices and controlled representation. 

This reinterpretation opens space for postcolonial criticism and alternative histories. 

Myth, History, and the Caribbean Experience 

Walcott frequently reworks classical and European literary myths to express Caribbean 

identity. In Crusoe’s Journal, Crusoe becomes part of a larger historical metaphor. 

The character symbolizes: 

 the encounter between Europe and the Caribbean,  

 the violence of colonialism,  

 and the creation of mixed cultures.  

By revising Crusoe’s story, Walcott transforms a colonial literary figure into a postcolonial 

symbol of historical complexity. 

Psychological Depth 



Unlike Defoe’s practical and adventurous Crusoe, Walcott’s Crusoe is introspective and 

philosophical. He reflects on memory, history, and existence. 

This psychological reinterpretation shifts the focus: 

 from external adventure,  

 to inner consciousness.  

The poem therefore modernizes and deepens the literary character. 

Conclusion 

Crusoe's Journal is a significant postcolonial work because it reinterprets the literary 

character of Robinson Crusoe in a new cultural and historical context. Derek Walcott 

transforms Crusoe from a colonial hero into a figure of alienation, uncertainty, and cultural 

complexity. Through this revision, the poem challenges imperial ideology, questions 

colonial narratives, and gives new meaning to a well-known literary character. Thus, 

Crusoe’s Journal demonstrates how postcolonial writers reclaim and reshape literary 

traditions to express their own histories and identities. 

 

8. Elaborate on the various roles assigned to the stone angel in the novel The Stone 

Angel. 

The Stone Angel by Margaret Laurence is a powerful novel that explores aging, pride, 

memory, identity, and human relationships through the life of Hagar Shipley. One of the 

most important symbols in the novel is the stone angel, a monument erected over the 

grave of Hagar’s mother. Throughout the novel, the stone angel functions in several 

symbolic and thematic roles, helping to reveal Hagar’s personality and the deeper meaning 

of her life journey. 

1. Symbol of Pride and Emotional Hardness 

The stone angel primarily symbolizes Hagar’s pride and emotional rigidity. The angel is 

carved from stone and is blind because it has no eyes. Similarly, Hagar is emotionally hard 

and unable to express love, sympathy, or vulnerability. 

Like the stone angel: 

 Hagar remains proud and stubborn,  

 she suppresses her emotions,  

 and she often hurts those who love her.  

For example, she fails to show affection toward her husband Bram Shipley and her son 

Marvin, despite their loyalty and care. 



Thus, the stone angel reflects Hagar’s coldness and inability to connect emotionally with 

others. 

2. Symbol of Blindness 

The angel’s lack of sight is highly significant. It represents Hagar’s spiritual and emotional 

blindness throughout much of her life. 

Stone Angel → Blindness, Pride, Emotional Isolation 

Hagar cannot understand: 

 the feelings of others,  

 her own weaknesses,  

 or the value of love and compassion.  

Her pride prevents her from recognizing the sacrifices made by people around her. Only 

near the end of her life does she gain some self-awareness and emotional insight. 

Therefore, the stone angel symbolizes the limitations of human understanding caused by 

ego and pride. 

3. Symbol of Strength and Endurance 

At the same time, the stone angel also represents endurance and strength. Hagar survives 

many hardships: 

 difficult relationships,  

 loneliness,  

 aging,  

 and physical decline.  

Her determination and independence resemble the permanence and solidity of stone. 

Although her pride causes suffering, it also gives her courage to resist domination and 

maintain her individuality. 

Thus, the stone angel symbolizes both the positive and negative aspects of strength. 

4. Symbol of Death and Memory 

Because the angel stands over a grave, it constantly reminds readers of death and 

mortality. The novel itself is structured through Hagar’s memories as she approaches the 

end of her life. 

The stone angel connects: 

 past and present,  



 memory and reality,  

 life and death.  

As Hagar reflects on her experiences, the angel becomes a witness to human suffering and 

the passage of time. 

It therefore functions as a symbol of remembrance and the inevitability of death. 

5. Religious and Spiritual Symbolism 

Traditionally, angels are associated with spirituality, protection, and divine guidance. 

However, the stone angel in the novel is lifeless and blind. 

This contrast suggests the absence of true spiritual understanding in Hagar’s life. She 

values pride and respectability more than emotional or spiritual fulfillment. 

Yet by the end of the novel, Hagar experiences moments of humility and compassion. Her 

small acts of emotional openness suggest a kind of spiritual awakening. 

The stone angel therefore also symbolizes the possibility of redemption and self-

realization. 

6. Symbol of Female Experience 

The stone angel can also be interpreted as representing the condition of women in a 

patriarchal society. Hagar struggles against the rigid expectations imposed upon her by her 

father and society. 

She desires independence and control over her own life, but her resistance often isolates 

her from others. 

The angel’s stone-like quality reflects the emotional defenses women sometimes develop 

in response to social pressures and emotional suffering. 

7. Structural and Unifying Symbol 

The title itself emphasizes the importance of the stone angel as the central symbol of the 

novel. It unifies the themes of: 

 pride,  

 blindness,  

 suffering,  

 memory,  

 aging,  

 and redemption.  



The symbol appears repeatedly in relation to Hagar’s thoughts and experiences, giving 

coherence to the narrative. 

Conclusion 

In The Stone Angel, the stone angel performs multiple symbolic roles. It represents Hagar 

Shipley’s pride, emotional blindness, endurance, loneliness, and eventual self-awareness. 

Through this rich and complex symbol, Margaret Laurence explores universal human 

experiences such as aging, memory, suffering, and the search for emotional truth. The 

stone angel thus becomes not only a monument in the novel but also a profound symbol of 

the human condition. 
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